Leslie
Hawke

VARSTA / AGE
60

OCUPATIE / OCUPATION
Cofondatoare a Asociatiei Ovidiu
Rom si a programului educational
,Fiecare Copil in Gradinita” /
Cofounder of the organization
Ovidiu Rom and of the educa-
tional program "Fiecare Copil in
Gradinitd” ("Every Child in Kin-
dergarten and Preschool”)
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Q&A

Ce iti ocupa cel mai mult timp in momentul de fata?

Sd conving Guvernul roman sd-i motiveze pe pdrintii sdraci sa-si tri-
mitd copiii la gradinitd prin oferirea de tichete sociale conditionate
de prezenta zilnicd a copiilor. Copiii romi si in general copiii din fa-
milii dezavantajate TREBUIE sd primeaca educatie timpurie de cali-
tate In primii ani de viata pentru a reusi sa facd fatd scolii mai tarziu.
Care sunt cele trei cuvinte care te caracterizeazi cel mai bine?
Hotaratd, responsabild, sincerd si de obicei bine dispusa.

Care este cea mai mare extravaganta a ta?

Hainele. Cred ci am suficiente haine cit si-mi ajungi toatd viata. Imi
spun mereu ,,OK, Hawke, asta chiar este ULTIMA haind pe care ti-o
cumperi anul dsta.”

Ce defect tolerezi cel mai usor?

Oamenii care muncesc in exces.

Care este cel mai mare motiv de satisfactie?

Sad vad la gradinitd copii care stiu cd nu ar fi acolo fard interventia
Asociatiei Ovidiu Rom.

Cea mai frumoasa amintire?

Un mesaj pe care 1-am primit astd vard de la un prieten vechi cu care
nu mai vorbisem de multa vreme si cu care m-am maritat de Reveli-
on. O amintire destul de romantica!

Care este eroul tiu preferat din lumea reala?

Regina Maria — pentru ca avea o personalitate complexa si a realizat
o multime de lucruri in ciuda multor obstacole, nu in ultimul rind
acela de a fi femeie.

Ce talent ti-ar plicea cel mai mult sa ai?

Sunt trei abilitdti pe care mi-as dori sd le am: 1. sd Invdt romand chiar
si la varsta mea Inaintata 2. sd cant la pian 2. sd ajung la cinci ore de
somn pe zi. (Si dacd ar fi sa aleg una as alege-o pe cea de-a treia pen-
tru cd mi-ar permite s3 le realizez pe celelalte doud).
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What takes most of your time lately?

Convincing the Romanian government to motivate
impoverished parents to send their kids to preschool
and kindergarten by linking their children's daily
attendance to food coupons. Roma and other
disadvantaged kids MUST get a good early start if they
are ever to succeed in schooll!

What are the words that best describe you?

Determined, responsible, forthright and usually cheerful.
What is your biggest extravagance?

Clothes. | think I have enough clothes to last me for the
rest of my life. | keep telling myself, “OK, Hawke this is
the LAST article of clothing you are going to buy this
year.”

What flaw do you tolerate most easily?

People who overwork.

What is the biggest reason for satisfaction for you?

Seeing children in kindergarten who | know would not
be there if it weren’t for Ovidiu Rom.

Your best memory?

Getting a letter from a long-lost old friend last summer

—and marrying him on New Year's Eve. Quite a romantic
memory!

Who is your favorite hero from the real world?

Queen Marie — because she was complicated and open-
minded and managed to accomplish a great deal despite
many obstacles, not the least of which was that she was
female.

What talent would you most like to have?

Ability to: 1. learn Romanian at my advanced age, 2. play

the piano, 3. get by on 5 hours of sleep a night. (And if |

only can have one of those, Il take 3, since it might give
me time to accomplish the other two.)

OBIECTIVUL

OVIDIU ROM

Ovidiu Rom’s
objective

PRIMII 5 ANI FIECARE COPIL
iN GRADINITA

Every child

DIN VIATA

The first five years
of life in Kindergarten

Sunt cei mai importanti pentru dezvoltarea Programul social le ofera parintilor Obiectivul pe termen lung al Asociatiei Ovidiu

creierului. Copiii saraci care nu beneficiaza foarte saraci tichete sociale de 50 de Rom este de a extinde programul la nivel national
de educatie timpurie nu pot face fata scolii si

o abandoneaza / Are the most important for

lei pe luna, conditionate de prezenta
zilnica a copilului la gradinita. / The

si de a oferi educatie de calitate tuturor copiilor
saraci din Romania. / The long term objective of

brain development. Poor children who don’t social program offers very poor parents Ovidiu Rom is to extend the program at the natio-

benefit from early education can’t succeed in food coupons of 50 lei a month, if their nal level and to offer quality early education to all

school and drop out. child attends kindergarten daily. the poor children of Romania.
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